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SURVEY RESULTS:
PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

 
 This survey is anonymous. Please answer the questions as honestly as you can. Your
opinions are extremely valuable.

 Describe your community. Your Gender:
     5%     Rural       58%      Urban      37%     Suburban     49%      Female     51%     Male
 The ability of youth to use their knowledge and power is a key to responding to violence
in schools.
    42%    Strongly Agree      46%       Agree          9%      Disagree        2%     Strongly Disagree
 Policy makers should listen to input from youth when considering legislation regarding
youth violence.
     59%      Strongly Agree      38%      Agree        2%      Disagree      0.4%     Strongly Disagree

 I. DRUG ABUSE
 1. What do you think is the number one factor which causes youth to become drug users?
(pick one)
   47%    pressure from friends
   27%    lack of caring adults in their life
   11%    nothing to do
    2%     need money
   13%    other__________________________
 
 2. The most important thing that can be done to decrease drug abuse among youth is to:
(pick one)
   39%    increase punishment for drug related crimes
   17%    create more drug education programs in schools
   20%    offer after school programs (such as: sports, theater, other:________________)
   15%    legalize drugs
    6%     increase minimum wage
    4%     other ___________________________
 
 3. The following are actual pieces of federal legislation being considered in response to
drug abuse.
 A. Should Congress repeal a provision of The Higher Education Act of 1965 that prohibits
people convicted of drug offenses from receiving financial assistance for college?
        39%       Yes       40%     No            20%      don’t know
 B. Should Congress pass a bill to carry out school based programs concerning the dangers of
Methamphetamine (speed) abuse and addiction, that gives students the responsibility to create
their own anti-drug abuse education programs for their schools?

    61%  Yes        15%      No        24%       Don’t know
 C. Should Congress enact mandatory minimum sentences for offenders over the age of 18 who
have been convicted of minor drug offenses?

    49%  Yes                                27%     No        25%        Don’t know
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 II. GANGS
 4a. If you are in a gang, or have ever been
in a gang, answer the following question:

  4b. If you are not in a gang, or have never
been in a gang, answer the following
question:

 Which of the following led you to become
a gang member? (pick two)
 (8% of responses)

  Which of the following kept you from
becoming a gang member? (pick two)
 (92% of responses)

26%  protection   5%  financial stability
 19%  needed money   14%  sports/clubs/theater/after-school
 11%  nothing to do     9%  religious involvement
 19%  members of a gang recruited me   26%  family discouraged me from gangs
   3%  fear     9%  Fear
  5%  no adult in my life objected     7%  social pressure to avoid gangs
 10%  pressure from friends   16%  not an issue in my community
  7%  other ______________________    14%  other ______________________
 5. The following is one piece of legislation being considered in response to gang
violence.
 In order to reduce gang violence, should the city of Chicago enact a gang loitering ordinance
which states: If a police officer observes a member of a criminal street gang engaged in gang
loitering with one or more persons in any public place designated by the Superintendent of
Police, the police officer shall order them to disperse or they will be subject to arrest if they fail to
obey the order promptly?
       55%       Yes      22%       No        23%       don’t know
 
  III. INTOLERANCE
 6. Which of the following factors contribute most to intolerant behavior by youth? (pick
one)
    33%  family intolerant of racial/ethnic/religious/sexual orientation differences
     9%  lack of education on the topic of intolerance in schools
    15%  pressure from friends to stay within your own group of friends
     9%  stereotyping in the media
    29%  lack of positive interactions with different kinds of people
    6%    other______________________________________
 7. The biggest problems of intolerance in my school are fueled by: (pick one)
    10%  skin color    11%      national origin
    2%     gender     7%      religious affiliation
     6%    sexual orientation    59%     cliques
     5%    other                                                                          
 8. Do you agree or disagree with this statement?
 President Clinton’s new initiative on race, “One America in the twenty-first century,” designed to
bring racially disparate communities together through dialogue and action, is a good way of
attempting to overcome intolerance in this country.

    66%    Agree    19%     Disagree       34%   Don’t know


